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Statistics 
on Youth 
Suicide

 The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention publishes an annual report called 
the Youth Risk Behavior Survey that provides 
extensive data about youth in the U.S. 

 In the February 2023 report, nearly 40% of 
Black youth reported experiencing persistent 
feelings of sadness or hopelessness in the 
past year.

 Almost 1 in every four Black students 
reported seriously considering attempting 
suicide in the past year. Eighteen percent of 
Black students reported making a suicide 
plan during the past year. 

 Black students were more likely than any 
other racial/ethnic group of young people to 
attempt suicide, with nearly 15% attempting 
suicide in the past year.

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/pdf/YRBS_Data-Summary-Trends_Report2023_508.pdf


WE CAN 
Education 
Strategies

www.womensequity.org



Visit Us Online!

womensequity @womensequity womensequity.org

Women’s Equity Center and Action Network (WE CAN)



This film and discussion will cover suicide and 
suicide ideation (thinking about, planning, and 
being preoccupied with death and suicide). This 
may be triggering and difficult for viewers with 
similar experiences.

Please dial 988 or 800-273-8255 if you need 
support.

TRIGGER 
WARNING!
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Upcoming PEO Events!
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Watch Feature Film
We Cry Your Tears: The Jamal Clay Story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ie-32XYDKiM


Provide Counselors in Schools!

Send Letters to the U.S. Congress
https://tinyurl.com/CounselingNotCops 

https://tinyurl.com/CounselingNotCops


Prohibit the use of federal funds for maintaining police in schools. 

Help schools hire counselors, social workers, and other support personnel instead of police.

Ban or remove police from schools. 

Penalize schools for hiring police officers or stop federal funding from being used to hire

In Connecticut, Latino students who go to a school with a police officer present are six times more likely to
get arrested than if they go to a school without a police officer. 
The same study, conducted by Connecticut Voices for Children, found that Black students are twice as likely
to get arrested when a police officer is present.
Data shows that the presence of police officers in schools does not measurably increase school safety or
improve academic outcomes.

Senator Chris Murphy, Rep. Ayanna Pressley, Senator Elizabeth Warren, and Rep. Ilhan Omar, introduced the
Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act. The purpose of this legislation is to decrease the number of
arrests in schools and help schools hire more counselors, social workers, nurses, and other health professionals.
 
The Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act would:
 

Since 1999, the federal government has spent more than $1 billion to hire police in public schools,
predominantly through the Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) program. This legislation would
eliminate the uses of federal funding to put or keep police in schools, and instead divert that funding toward
the many other uses related to school safety that do not maintain police presence in schools. 

     

Over the past few months, we’ve seen school districts like Minneapolis and Denver decide to move forward
without police in building safe and inclusive schools. This legislation would help districts that take this step by
establishing a $2.5 billion grant program to hire the counselors, social workers, nurses, school
psychologists, and other personnel they need to support students and create safe schools without police.
The grant program would also support schoolwide positive behavioral interventions and supports, as well
as trauma-informed services and professional development.  

 
The Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act would NOT:  

Whether a district uses police in their schools remains up to state and local decision-makers. There are 
many professional, kind-hearted police officers in Connecticut who serve in our schools. Lots of parents and
kids trust them, for good reason. This legislation only affects how schools can use federal funding for school
safety, as well as supporting schools with hiring mental health care providers and other health care workers
that we know help marginalized students achieve better educational outcomes and reduce the “school-to-
prison” pipeline.

 

non-police security personnel. 
Federal funding for school safety has many uses that do not include maintaining police. This legislation
would divert any existing federal funding for school safety to these other uses. Through the legislation’s
$2.5 billion grant program, overall federal funding for school safety would actually increase.

The experience Black and Latino students have with police in schools is often very different from 
 their white peers. 

The Counseling Not Criminalization in Schools Act seeks to curtail the school to prison pipeline by
shifting how the federal  government invests in school safety -  moving away from the presence of

police and increasing the number of  counselors, mental health professionals and trauma-
informed staff that have been proven to improve school climate.

Fact Sheet: The Counseling Not 
Criminalization in Schools Act



Additional Resources
to learn more about youth suicide



Provides data on 
health behaviors and 
experiences among 
high school students 
in the United States. 

These data offer an 
important snapshot 
of adolescent health 
and well-being related 
to sexual behavior, 
substance use, 
experiences of 
violence, mental 
health, and suicidal 
thoughts and 
behaviors. 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthy
youth/data/yrbs/pdf/YRBS_D
ata-Summary-
Trends_Report2023_508.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/pdf/YRBS_Data-Summary-Trends_Report2023_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/pdf/YRBS_Data-Summary-Trends_Report2023_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/pdf/YRBS_Data-Summary-Trends_Report2023_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/pdf/YRBS_Data-Summary-Trends_Report2023_508.pdf


Important Reports on the Issue

Click the images above to download the reports online!

https://theactionalliance.org/sites/default/files/ring_the_alarm-_the_crisis_of_black_youth_suicide_in_america_copy.pdf
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-08/2023-august-still-ringing-alarm.pdf


Additional Film/Short Movie
https://tinyurl.com/MMWHoller 

https://tinyurl.com/MMWHoller


Additional Resources
Soul Survivors PSA Soul Survivors Tiktok

https://tinyurl.com/soulsurvtt 

https://tinyurl.com/soulsurvpsa 

https://tinyurl.com/soulsurvtt
https://tinyurl.com/soulsurvpsa


NBC4 News-Changing Minds Segment 
featuring Janis Willard Robinson

https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/changing-minds/makes-me-feel-hopeful-
mom-organizes-first-suicide-prevention-walk-at-bwie-state-university/3350614/ 

https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/changing-minds/makes-me-feel-hopeful-mom-organizes-first-suicide-prevention-walk-at-bwie-state-university/3350614/
https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/changing-minds/makes-me-feel-hopeful-mom-organizes-first-suicide-prevention-walk-at-bwie-state-university/3350614/


We Are One Grief Support Group
1st and 3rd Wednesdays | 6:00 – 7:00 pm CST

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85839058563

Meeting ID: 858 3905 8563

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85839058563


FREE TRAINING

American Foundation 
for Suicide 
Prevention

COMMUNITY
November 7th 

6:00 – 8:00 PM

Register at
https://soulshop-

community-
md2023.attendease.co

m/ 

https://soulshop-community-md2023.attendease.com/
https://soulshop-community-md2023.attendease.com/
https://soulshop-community-md2023.attendease.com/
https://soulshop-community-md2023.attendease.com/


FREE TRAINING

American Foundation 
for Suicide 
Prevention

FAITH LEADERS
November 8th 

8:30 AM – 4:30 PM

Register at
https://soulshop-

md2023.attendease.co
m/ 

https://soulshop-md2023.attendease.com/
https://soulshop-md2023.attendease.com/
https://soulshop-md2023.attendease.com/


Support Soul Survivors 
of Chicago
https://tinyurl.com/donatesoulsurvivors

YouTube: Soul Survivors of Chicago 
@soulsurvivorsofchicago2818
Facebook: Soul Survivors of Chicago
Facebook Group: Mothers Who Lost Their Child 
to Suicide
Instagram: soulsurvivorsofchi
LinkedIn: Rafiah Maxie-Cole
Website: 
https://www.soulsurvivorsofchicago.com
Email: ssofchicago@gmail.com

https://tinyurl.com/donatesoulsurvivors
https://www.soulsurvivorsofchicago.com/
mailto:ssofchicago@gmail.com


Other Organizational Resources
 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline – call or text 988
 National Helpline (to find mental health and substance abuse services): 800-662-

HELP (4357)

 American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
 Text TALK to 741741
 Find TONS of resources on their website (click hyperlink above)

 National Alliance on Mental Illness
 Hotline 800-950-6264 
 Text Helpline to 62640
 TONS of resources on their website (click hyperlink above)

http://www.samhsa.gov/
https://afsp.org/
https://nami.org/Home


October Movies to Movements 
Movie Night

Click HERE to 
register for 
the October 
20th event!

https://actionnetwork.org/forms/please-send-me-information-about-the-october-2023-movies-to-movements-movie-night-event?source=direct_link&


Thank You for Coming!
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